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Abstract 


With the goal of understanding the specific realities within the Lebanese higher 
education system and analyzing the mechanisms of construction of inequalities in this 
particular context, this article presents the key features of this system through the lens 
of a scholarship program that gives access to a group of students from underprivileged 
backgrounds to a private elite university. 
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This paper highlights the domination of the private sector, with its pluralist largely 
sectarian offer, at the expense of the public sector. This context leads to selection by 
money which constitutes a determinant factor in the family educational strategies, 
especially in the absence of a centralized and structured financial aid system. Further, 
important regional and gender gaps intersect with inequalities in access to education 
and then in the way university is experienced. This study thus provides the occasion to 
reflect on the question of inequality in Lebanon; its findings highlight the importance 
of taking into account the context specificity of strategies to interpret the discrepancy 
between the modalities of action of the scholarship program and the reality on the 
Lebanese ground. 


Keywords: education access, university, scholarship students, social inequality, 
financial aid, Lebanese education system 
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Université 


t@ 
Université 
Islamique 

1 Hawaï U. 

2 AUST 

3 ALBA 

4 MEU 

5 Sagesse 

6 AAT 

7 AUICE 

8 UA 


Tyr 


Haïgazian U. 


de lImam Ouzaï 


Université 


Sigles 
AAT American Academy of 
Tect Lg à . 
ALBA Académie libanaise 
des Beaux-Arts 
AUICE American University Inst. 
of Culture and Education 
AUB American University 
of Beirut 
AUST American University of 
Science and Technology 
AUT American University 
of Technology 
CUT Centre universitaire de 
technologie 
ESIG Ecole EL et intale 
de gestion 
LAU  Lebanese American 
niversity | 
LIU  Lebanese International 
Dnivepsity 
MECAT Middle East Canadian 
Academy of Technology 
Middle East Universit 
HDU  Hotre Dame University 
UA Université Antonine 
UAB Université arabe de 
Beyrouth. . 
UL Universite libanaise 
USEK Université du Saint- 
Esprit de Kaslik 
USJ Université Saint-Joseph 
Nombre d'étudiants en 2002 
(cercle au si de l'université, 


Srégionates pour TU)” 


— 24 000 
(= 
” 1 000 et moins 


Langues d'enseignement 
principale secondaire 


ge arabe eo 

Éol français O 

@ cuis © 

On rresen 
universit es inéérhationales 
SSL HSE LES 
TRNLET par un système 


Sources : Commerce du Levant 2002 : 
AUF : sites web des universités. 


(Verdeil, Faour, and Velut, 2013), title «Figure 11-28 Universités, langues GE yaltei : jooff 
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3.4 6,645 4.1 5,460 2.5 2,241 8,000 1961 de). 
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